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Press Release
4 November  2011
Dr Rob Carpenter, President New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists (NZSA), and Ms Michele Peck, Chairperson New Zealand Anaesthetic Technicians Society (NZATS) through their own Executive Committees, have approved a move to a new shared office arrangement. The two independent member organisations which share a number of common interests plan to move into Level 1 of Central House, 26 Brandon Street, on December 1 this year. 
Dr Carpenter commented, “The move comes at a time for the NZ Society of Anaesthetists when we need extra capacity to meet growing demand for continuing education and member services, and it seemed timely to co-ordinate our shift to new premises with a collegial Society, with similar aims to our own.”
Ms Peck noted, “Anaesthetic Technicians must be registered as Health Practitioners under the Health Practitioners’ Competence Assurance Act from April 2012, and this means that we need to ensure our members continue to have access to recertification processes and professional support. We see this move to establish an office in Wellington as a good opportunity to signal a more professional and consistent approach among our members to on-going technician education and advanced learning.”
The two organisations will continue to be separate and have their own identities but will share resources and continue to collaborate on issues jointly affecting them such as demands on the anaesthesia workforce and hosting scientific meetings. Both organisations are not-for-profits and rely strongly on voluntary committee time. 
NZSA was established in 1948 and NZATS in 2000 after the amalgamation of the Anaesthetic Technicians Board and the New Zealand Society of Anaesthetic Technicians. “Sharing premises and resources makes strategic sense in the current economic environment and the health sector is constantly under pressure to do more with less. This is one option for maximising our resources and institutional knowledge” said Dr Carpenter.  
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